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Seed Funding 

Following a review of these training sessions, the project was widened and 

developed to include an additional seed fund of up to £1,000 for each school to 

develop a family/adult learning intervention. Two schools were added to the network, 

St Martin’s School, Caerphilly and Lewis School, Pengam.  

The first three pilot schools were revisited with additional sessions developed to 

assist them in the planning of their seed funded project.  

Participants from St Martin’s and Lewis took part in the Governor/Stakeholder 

Training sessions and were encouraged to map their seed funding project plan at 

each session.  

An overview of the activity developed with seed funding: 

Following the training and planning session participants agreed an action plan for 

developing and delivering a family learning/parental engagement intervention. 

 

Rhymney High School 

Following discussions and planning sessions it was agreed that Caerphilly Family 

Learning would develop a programme to target the feeder primary schools with 

family learning activity. Family Learning groups were set up in four primary schools: 

Fochriw, Pontlottyn, Abertysswg and Brynawel. 37 sessions were delivered, reaching 

22 adults and 24 children. 

School Adults Children Number of sessions 

Abertysswg 4 4 9 

Brynawel 5 7 9 

Fochriw 8 8 12 

Pontlottyn 5 5 7 

Totals 22 24 37 

 

At Pontlottyn, the programme targeted the Foundation Phase and at Fochriw worked 

with Year 1 and 2. The focus was on numeracy and followed TAPAS MATHS, which 

is a practical and hands on approach to improving numeracy skills. The funding was 

used to purchase a backpack of resources for families to take home at the end of the 

course. Parents were showed how to use the resources, to enable them to continue 

to use them at home once the course had finished. 

At Brynawel and Abertysswg the programme targeted Key stage 2. The focus was 

on design technology and enabled families to practice and develop their numeracy, 

literacy and problem-solving skills. The funding was used to purchase materials 
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needed to make a blow football game, rockets, kite boats and motorised cars. 

Sessions included planning, designing, measuring and evaluating each project. 

Families were very enthusiastic about the programme and grew in confidence as the 

course progressed. 

What Worked?  

Groups were due to start in April 2017 of the summer term. Workshops were run at 

the end of the spring term with a focus on fun activities to encourage difficult to reach 

families to engage with the programme. This worked well, as contact was already 

established with families before the programme started properly in April. 

The resources really helped to engage with families and to offer something different 

to appeal to both children and adults. The fact that groups could be given maths 

resources to go home acted both as an enticement for parents to attend, as well as 

providing the opportunity for continued learning for the children at home. 

What was more difficult? 

At Pontlottyn there were some issues with negotiating a dedicated space for delivery. 

The main hall had been allocated but some sessions had to be cancelled at short 

notice due to special assemblies. This resulted in parents turning up to cancelled 

sessions and not turning up when sessions were taking place. Other rooms in the 

school were often allocated but not actually available on the day.  

In the other three schools, families wanted to continue the programme beyond the 

initial six-week course and this was delivered with funding from within the Adult 

Community Learning budget. At Fochriw, a request was made to return in 

September 2017 to work on TAPAS maths with Nursery and Reception children and 

this will be sustained although with more limited resources. 

What were the key outcomes? 

Family learning providers reported successful engagement with families from the 

Rhymney area and were pleased to engage with those families who had been 

identified as most in need of support with literacy and numeracy and who had 

previously proved difficult to engage with.  

Delivery resulted in improved numeracy skills for adults and children at Fochriw and 

Pontlottyn Primary Schools and improved literacy, numeracy and problem solving at 

Abertwssyg and Brynawel. 

Of the 22 adults engaged, 20 met their targets.  91% of the adults showed an 

improvement in their essential skills. 

Of the 24 children engaged, 19 met their targets.79% of children showed an 

improvement in literacy/numeracy. 
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Families at Brynawel and Abertysswg will be continuing with their learning in the 

Autumn 2017 term. Brynawel will be moving onto a numeracy programme and 

Abertwssyg will be moving onto literacy. 

Next Steps 

Caerphilly Family Learning will be returning to three out of four schools to continue 

Family Learning programmes. Delivery will focus on Fochriw to target children in 

Nursery Reception and Year 1, Abertysswg will be moving on to a literacy course 

and Brynawel will be continuing with numeracy next term. 

The TAPAS and Design Technology schemes of work were very successful at 

engaging parents and providing recourses and content that kept them interested in 

the programme. This is something that will be developed by the Family Learning 

team for the future. 

At Pontlottyn, sessions were delivered in the morning, as the school had identified 

this to be a good time to engage with parents when they were dropping their children 

off at school. In practice this did not work as the school often needed the hall for a 

special assembly and some sessions had to be cancelled. 


